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Introduction

Arup has often worked with artists to deliver
innovative public realm projects, most notably in the
case of The Angel of the North'. Textus is a very
different kind of artwork, created with animated light
- a large-scale projection on a prominent
development site at Leeds in the north of England.

It began as a collaboration between Arup
Director Mark Fletcher and Peter Coates, an
internationally recognized artist2 who has been
supported by Arup through his NESTA Fellowship
(National Endowment for Science, Technology and
the Arts) since 2005. Both had envisaged an
artwork to celebrate the 800th anniversary of
Leeds' establishment by charter in 1207.

As a sculptor and carver, the artist had
previously produced several prominent pieces,
including the James Hill monument at Gateshead,
UK, The Present Order in Barcelona, and
collaborative work at the Tate Triennial, London,
with lan Hamilton-Finlay. Through the NESTA
partnership, he was considering the exploration of
new media in his work, and felt a temporary piece
using light would both extend his artistic range and
be an innovative work appropriate for the occasion.

Coincidentally, as part of the 800-year
celebrations for the city, Leeds Light Night was to
take place on 12 October 2007. This annual festival
is run by the City Council to encourage arts
professionals to engage with businesses and
communities across the city. It was decided that the
development of an innovative light art piece was
feasible, and an Arup project team was established
to deliver Textus. The brief included working with
Peter Coates to develop the work, locating a viable
site in central Leeds, securing arts funding for the
piece, and ensuring that it was delivered in time for
the Light Night deadline. It would then display for
two weeks.

The project drew on a range of Arup skills,
including marketing professionals to communicate
the importance of supporting Textus, not only in
terms of generating cultural value but also to
enhance the profiles of the artist, the developer, the
sponsors, and the city.

1. Textus drew on the Latin text from the 800-year-old charter that marked the founding of Leeds,
digitally rendered into 800 layers that independently and randomly moved to create a new and
unique visual every 30 seconds for the two-week projection period.

“Textus is an extension of my
interest as a sculptor in civic
inscription... Using the Lifting
Tower as a cypher of Leeds’
industrial past, the artwork seeks
to give status to the structure, to
allow it once again to inhabit the
space through the exploration of
its distinctive character and bring
it forward as an object for
commemoration.”

Peter Coates, artist and NESTA Fellow
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http://plato.stanford.edU/entries/aristotle-psychology/%232









http://www.peter-coates.com















































































